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Case Study of RCRA and CERCLA

Wang, Shwu-jen!  Shih, Jengywan?  Chen, Lee®  Yang, Mei-Ching *
Abstract

Environmental laws in U.SA. evolve pretty early. For instance, Oil Pollution Act
promulgated in 1924, Federal Waste Pollution Control Act in 1948, Act to Provide Research
and Technical Assistance Relating to Air Pollution Control in 1955, Solid Waste Disposal Act
in 1965. In contrast to Taiwan R.O.C., Water Pollution Control Act as well as Waste Clean and
Disposal Act promulgated in 1974, Air Pollution Control Act in 1975. Legislation of pollution
in Taiwan R.O.C. is modeled on that in U.S.A., especidly in technical domain. However,
judicatory in U.S.A. owns powerful jurisdiction. For example, judgments of cases in RCRA
(Resource Conservation and Recovery Act) and CERCLA (Comprehensive Environmental
Response, and Liability Act) confirm the principles of non-error, connection and division for
responsibles. Such principles are rather among legislative will than in regulations. In this paper,
besides introducing development of environmental laws, not only describing RCRA and
CERCLA, but also analyzing by case study.
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